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Latin American Antiquity

Dear Dr. Mas,

Reviewers' comments on your work have now been received. We also have reviewed your manuscript, and feel that it is probably too specialized for LAQ. We suggest that you try sending it to either a methodologically-focused journal or to someplace like Mexicon.

For your guidance, we append the reviewers' comments below.

In addition, if the Reviewer(s) have attached files as part of their review(s), please use the link below to access those files within Editorial Manager.

********

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to consider your work.

Yours sincerely,

Geoffrey E. Braswell and María A. Gutiérrez
Latin American Antiquity

Reviewers' comments:

Reviewer #1: The paper is scientifically sound.

Se postula que el objetivo principal es realizar una propuesta metodológica para el análisis tecnológico de las evidencias de producción del material malacológico. No obstante, no queda claro cuál es el aporte metodológico específico que se realiza. El análisis descansa en un amplio cuerpo bibliográfico, aunque exclusivamente ligado a los proyectos de arqueología experimental sobre producción de artefactos malacológicos desarrollados en México a partir de los años ´90. 
En la Metodología, que abarca dos secciones (los puntos 3, Especificaciones lexicales de términos tecnológicos, y 4, Metodología para el análisis tecnológico de las evidencias de producción) no queda claro cuál es la elaboración original /aportes y qué es lo utilizado del corpus metodológico existente. 

No hay un esfuerzo por transformar una problemática local en un tema/problema para una audiencia internacional, como la de la revista



Reviewer #2: It is always challenging to review a paper that is not in one's native tongue. One never exactly knows if an idea is being incompletely expressed or this is simply a result of an internal mistranslation. That being said, hopefully the author will forgive the reviewer comments being written in English.
This is a strong and exceptional article and I strongly urge its publication within Latin American Antiquity. It is a highly technical report that details the close study of a single artifact class, worked shell, from two pre-Columbian sites in Western Mexico. The results of this study reveal the decisions used by ancient artisans to craft these small and delicate artifacts. This is a very impressive piece of work.
That being said, there are some problems with the manuscript, all of them quite minor. These are as follows:
1) Pre-columbian / "precolombino" works better than "prehispánico"
2) The article needs a map of Western Mexico detailing the location of Sayula and Bolaños, their geographic location to each other as well as the proximity of the Pacfic Ocean.
3) The manuscript could be edited for length. Section 6 could be reduced in size.

In conclusion, the manuscript sets out a very clear thesis to describe "la identificación, la caracterización y la clasificación de las piezas en proceso de manufactura con el objetivo de profundizar nuestros conocimientos de cada una de las etapas de elaboración de ornamentos de concha y así poder reconstituir cadenas operativas e identificar los comportamientos técnicos de los artesanos." It proceeds to do exactly that and does it very well. It is a level of analysis and scholarship that should be widely emulated. Latin American Antiquity should publish this article.
